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»010 Looking Back& Looking Ahea

From the highest of highs to the depths of the sea...

This was quite. .the year for our ‘family;
and many tears. Our year of extremes began with a solemn announcement in January 2(
that we would be leaving our ministry assignment and church family in NY State. At the
time we made the announcement, we were unsure where we would be going; ultimately, v
learned that our departure would lead us across the country to Washington State and t
great Pacific Northwest. Along the way toward our move, we celebrated the graduation c
our oldest son, Stefan, from the United States Military Academy at West Point. We also re
joiced with our son, Garrett, as he completed his freshman year of college at Alfred Univer
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We set out on our next stage of our fiad\
excitement of our participation in joining a church plant located in Olympia, WA. Arriving
in Olympia in midsummer, we put all our energy and love into new jobs and the Trinity
Community Church plant. As our days turned to weeks and then to months we began to re:
ize that our vision, gifting, and expectations were not aligned with some of the other mem
bers of the church plant; we entered tearfully into October, but confident that we were fol
| owi ng where God was | eading us. And in
tance into a program that will train him in the skills of spiritual direction.

We closed out 201oking backandlooking aheadwith great expectation. We live in a
place of great trust and reliance upon God as our Sustainer and Provider. The year has b
one of the toughest in many years for our family, but we can also say with heartfelt joy an
supreme confidence that it has also been one of the most spiritually rewardiefg).

A NOTE FROM LAURIE...
2010 has been a challenging year as we seek to daily follow Jegas. considering how we drive on familiar roads vs unfa-
miliar roads. When traveling familiar roads, we donot n dosvelver,t o

when we are on unfamiliar roads, we must pay close attention either to directions given or to someone we are fol@wving.
year, | find myself in unfamiliar territory far from the familiarity of home, friends, family, and ministty. mu s t refea y
to be on familiar roadsIt would be easier and more comfortabld.n f or t unat el y, t hose f ami/l
has directed us to travel, and if we want to arrive at the destination He has prepared for us, we must pay attentidiorand &
directions often so that we can follow where He leddsagerly wait for the day when we will once again be involved in full
time-ministry, but | am very grateful that God continues to provide for us through my employment at Vision| Fd@altiowr-
rently working fultltime as the billing specialist for our office, enjoying both my work and Ayodeers.  Laurie

The Bordens
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I hope youdéll join me on my blo%lympii,w,&),&SéO updat es

a week including Scripture meditations, book reviews, and a
potpourri of what is happening in the dailyness of our family.

Laurie and | both use Facebook and you can also keep up Email:
with us there as well. Majp Goddbds bl es

www.icrucified.com/icruciblog

ieff@icugified.com
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ViSion Health By Laurie

Physical é
...Spiritual

of your heart-may be
enlightened in order tha
you may know the hope td

whi ch he has
Ephesians 1:18NIV)

DO YOU HAVE SPIRITUAL CATARACTS?
Ive been thinking about cataracts. Since I work
for an eye doctor, it makes sense I'd be making
analogies about eyes, doesn’t it?

Here are a few facts about physical cataracts:

My prayer for myjpelf
Open the eyes of our hearts, Lord
We want to see You high
and lifted up and shining
in the light of Your glory.

e Cataracts develop on the lens portion of the eye, where
focusing takes place.

e Cataracts block light and obstruct vision.

e Everyone develops cataracts over tinge
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e Cataracts develop slowly and subtly.

e People are often unaware how severely cataracts are
affecting their vision.

e People sometimes choose to live with obscured vision L )
because they are afraid to have cataracts removed. Spmtual S'g ht

e Itis not possible to just remove the cataracRather, a Simil ar chall enges
surgeon must replace the entire lens with a clear one.

e Following the replacement, vision is clearer and
brighter ¢ often shockingly so. e Spiritual insight can be easily clouded by our sin-

ful nature, blocking the Light and affecting our
ability to focus on Truth.

o We are all affected by our natural tendency to-
ward sin.

e Functioning like a cataract on our spiritual lens,
sin clouds our vision slowly and subtly.

e We are often afraid to allow the Master Surgeon
to replace our nature with His, choosing instead
to live with obscured vision.

e We are often unaware how much sin affects our
vision until it is removed.

e Itis not enough for us to clean ourselves ujVe
need a Savior to replace our spiritual lens.

e Following the replacement, our spiritual vision is
clearer and brightegmost often shockingly so.
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from  West
Point and
was commis-#
sioned as agk,
2nd Lt. in the §

Following a ¢
leave and a whirlwind tour of
Europe, he reported to Fort Rucker,
Alabama for helicopter flight train-
ing. Through Christmas he had

completed some of his first phases of

his training. Upon his return from
Christmas break he was excited to
begin actual flight training. Hoeah!

The Following List imotarranged in any particu-
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Garrett continues his college experience majoring in Art
Education at Alfred University (Alfred, NY) finishing this
semester with a 3.5 GPA . He spent his last semester learning
the basics of glass blowing and graphic design. He will finish
his sophomore year this spring and possibly spend the summer
back in WA. State.
Garrelt enjoys a variely of music
movies, hackysack, and playin
Magic The Gathering ®.

We were very glad to have him vi
with us over the holidays and miss |
terribly when he is away.

with us

Most Influential Books
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http://icrucified.com/icruciblog/archives/3275

Your Church is Too SmallJohn Armstrong
Spiritual Rhythmi Mark Buchanan
Seasons of the SouBruce Demarest

Seeking God: The Way of St. Benedict
Esther de Waal

Radical David Platt

Nudgé Leonard Sweet

Whole Life Transformation Keith Meyer
The Liturgical Yeail Joan Chittister

Monk Habits for Everyday Peopiddennis Okholm

10. The Rule of Benedict: Insights for the Agé3oan Chittister
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nations and groups interact a
everything is and, of <course
and |1 d6m missing the snow as

i tos been a

( considering the lack of snow and the ski resort is rather big and really nice.
wai t

to see all of-Jdeslou and thanks f



The BORDEN Family

HELP & SUPPORT
Prayer and Rnancial

As we move into this new year, we continue to trust
being met, we have some challenges that we face in the coming months. One of the challenges is the cost of tuitio
and travel to the School for Spiritual Direction | have entered. The total cost of this program is $4500.00 not includ-
ing two rounditrip flights to Santa Fe, New Mexico. | have sold some of my personal belongings to meet almost half
of this cost, but we are trusting God to meet the remaining balance. We also have additional travel expenses for
couple of trips that are needful; one for Laurie in the spring to visit family in the East and one for Garrett to return
back to Washington at the end of his school semester in May. | would also ask that you continue in prayer for my
employment. Additionally, if you would like to help us with a financial gift for any of these needs, you can send
them direct to our mail address or you can transfer electronically through PayPal using my acct. jeff@icrucified.com

| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life | now live in
the boal, | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. Gal. 2.20

EMAIL US:

jeff@icrucified.com
laurie@icrucified.com

The Bordens

Jeff, Laurie, Stefan, Garrett, and Josh

3217 Yelm Hwy SE #8
Olympia, WA. 98501

www.icrucified.com/icruciblog



